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SAGWAGING A WAR ON WASTE

South Australia’s waste will be reduced, reused and recycled under a progressive strategy launched by
the State Government.

Environment and Conservation Minister John Hill has released the visionary document, Souzh
Australia’s Waste Strategy 2005 — 2010.

“We are really forging ahead with the way in which we deal with waste in South Australia,” Minister
Hill said. ““The South Australian trial of biodegradable kitchen bags in the Burnside Council is starting
with 1800 households taking part in the largest trial of its kind for the recycling of food waste.
“And now for the first time in this state we have a comprehensive plan for waste.
“Our traditional methods of dealing with waste are just not sustainable. Quite simply for many years
we have been dumping our waste in landfill, building huge rotting mountains of rubbish. But we can’t
continue to do that — and we are wasting resources that could be recycled and reused.
“Our goal through this strategy is to avoid building more landfills and to recycle and reuse as much of
our waste as we can. Through the State Government’s agency, Zero Waste SA, we want South
Australia to become the resourceful — not the wasteful — state.
“The strategy aims to ensure a healthy environment for South Australian's now and into the future.”
Under the plan, by 2010:

* 75 per cent of all waste put out by householders for kerbside collection will be recycled.

* Recycling of construction and demolition waste would increase by 50 per cent.

* Recycling of commercial and industrial waste would jump by 30 per cent.
Currently about 1.2 million tonnes of waste goes to landfill in South Australia, while 2.1 million
tonnes is recycled. About 65 per cent of all recyclable materials are diverted from landfill, placing SA
at the forefront of waste recycling in Australia.
“This strategy is about changing the way we live — but it’s not radical change,” Minister Hill said.
“Already we are doing so much as a community in this state.
“South Australians have really embraced the three bin collection system for waste, with recycling

practiced by many households. The move away from crates has delivered considerable improvements
in kerbside recycling rates for metropolitan Adelaide, with annual kerbside recycling tonnage now at



over 95,000 tonnes per annum. With 80% of Adelaide’s metropolitan households now using wheelie-bin
based recycling systems, kerbside crates are becoming a thing of the past.

“And South Australians are leading the nation in their support of a ban on single-us plastic bags. We
also have industry coming on board with more and more businesses emerging in the recycling sector.”

Environment Protection Authority figures from 2004/05 show that South Australia is already making
a difference:

* Metropolitan generated waste to landfill has been cut by 9 per cent per cent from 2003/2004.
* Total waste to landfill was 945,483 tonnes for the metro area, down from 1,040,745 tonnes.
* Waste to landfill in rural areas has dropped by 5.5% - from 237,147 tonnes to 224,102 tonnes.

Meanwhile, about seven tonnes of food scraps, plates, beer cups and other paper collected in
biodegradable bins at WOMAdelaide in March this year has been transformed into 24 tonnes of
valuable compost.

As part of a pilot project for Zero Waste SA, WOMADelaide diverted 70% of its waste from landfill
at its event in the Botanic Park — with the result being compost, which is now being used to improve
soil in the Botanic Gardens.

South Australia’s waste strategy was developed in consultation with State Government, local councils,
local government waste management authorities, the waste management industry, individuals and
other community and professional organisations.

The strategy is available on the Internet at:
http://www.zerowaste.sa.gov.au/waste strategy.php




